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Algeria

DIVINE WIND [RIH RABANI] U.S. Premiere
Tue, Mar 12, 7:10 
The latest from veteran Algerian director Merzak 
Allouache follows a young man, Amine, and an 
enigmatic woman, Nour, who are called upon by 
extremists to perform an armed action against an oil 
refinery in the Algerian Sahara. Although they have 
no prior connection, the duo become inexorably and 
intensely linked. As their bond deepens, their mission 
is put at risk. DIR Merzak Allouache. Algeria/France/Qatar/
Lebanon, 2018, 96 min. In Arabic with English subtitles. 

IN SEARCH OF VOODOO: ROOTS TO HEAVEN
Sat, Mar 9, 5:15
Benin’s favorite son, two-time Academy Award®-
nominated actor Djimon Hounsou (BLOOD DIAMOND), 
returns to the country of his birth to rediscover the core 
of his past and the lessons that the world can learn 
from voodoo — a vibrant, yet misrepresented faith and 
way of life. This colorful documentary seeks to dispel 
the dark and nebulous reputation of the centuries-old 
spiritual practice that permeates West Africa and the 
African Diaspora. DIR Djimon Hounsou. U.S./Benin, 2018, 66 
min. In English.

OUAGA GIRLS
Sun, Mar 10, 11:00 a.m.; Thurs, Mar 14, 5:15 
Theresa Traoré Dahlberg follows a courageous group of 
young women studying at an all-female school for auto 
mechanics in Burkina Faso’s capital, Ouagadougou. 
Covering the students’ last years at school, Dahlberg 
crafts a coming-of-age film which both reflects on 
Burkina Faso’s violent past and present and tells a story 
of the next generation with warmth, laughs, heartbreak 
and depth. DIR Theresa Traoré Dahlberg. Burkina Faso/France/
Sweden, 2017, 83 min. In Mooré and French with English subtitles. 

Benin

Burkina Faso

Democratic Republic of the Congo

MAKI’LA
Fri, Mar 15, 9:30
Machérie Ekwa Bahango’s debut feature is an 
intimate portrait of survival in the sprawling Congolese 
metropolis of Kinshasa. Nineteen-year-old Maki has 
been living on the streets since she was 13. When she 
meets Acha, a 12-year-old who has recently wound up 
on the streets herself after losing her parents, the two 
forge a close bond. DIR Machérie Ekwa Bahango. Democratic 
Republic of the Congo/France, 2018, 78 min. In Lingala and 
French with English subtitles.

Egypt

YOMEDDINE
2018 Oscar® Selection, Egypt
Thurs, Mar 14, 7:10 
Winner of the François Chalais Award at the 2018 
Cannes Film Festival, YOMEDDINE follows Beshay, 
a man cured of leprosy, and Obama, the Nubian 
orphan he has taken under his wing, as they embark 
on a journey across Egypt to find Beshay’s family — 
confronting the world with all its sorrows, its hardships 
and moments of grace along the way. DIR A.B. Shawky. 
Egypt/U.S./Austria, 2018, 97 min. In Arabic with English subtitles. 

FIG TREE
Sat, Mar 9, 5:00; Sun, Mar 10, 5:00
Co-presented by the Washington Jewish Film Festival
Ethiopian-Israeli director Aäläm-Wärqe Davidian’s 
feature debut is set in 1989 Addis Ababa at the end 
of the Ethiopian Civil War. Sixteen-year-old Mina, her 
brother and grandmother are a Jewish family planning 
to flee Ethiopia for Israel. But this plan excludes the 
person Mina loves most: Eli, her Christian boyfriend. 
When Mina hatches a scheme to save Eli, everything 
seems set against her. DIR Aäläm-Wärqe Davidian. Ethiopia/
Israel/Germany/France, 2018, 93 min. In Amharic and Hebrew 
with English subtitles.

Ethiopia



FORTUNA 
Tue, Mar 12, 7:00
Winner of the Crystal Bear and Grand Prix in the 
Generation 14plus section of the 2018 Berlinale, 
award-winning Swiss photographer Germinal Roaux’s 
stunning black-and-white refugee drama follows Fortuna 
(Kidist Siyum Beza, LAMB), a 14-year-old Ethiopian girl 
waiting for news of her parents, from whom she has not 
heard since they crossed the Mediterranean Sea to the 
shores of Lampedusa, Italy. DIR Germinal Roaux. Ethiopia/
Switzerland/Belgium, 2018, 106 min. In French and Amharic 
with English subtitles.

LIFE IS FARE
Sat, Mar 16, 3:00; Sun, Mar 17, 3:00 
Q&A with filmmaker Sephora Woldu at both shows
Inspired by current Eritrean and Ethiopian migration 
journeys, LIFE IS FARE explores three wildly different 
perspectives on the East African nation of Eritrea through 
the journey of Sephora (director Sephora Woldu), an 
idealistic young Eritrean-American pitching a well-
meaning but ludicrous film idea to her traditional mother. 
DIR Sephora Woldu. Eritrea/U.S., 2018, 61 min. In English and 
Tigrinya with English subtitles. 

Eritrea

Ghana

THE BURIAL OF KOJO
Opening Night, see back cover
Thurs, March 7, 7:15 

KETEKE
Sun, Mar 10, 7:15; Mon, Mar 11, 5:15
It’s the 1980s in rural Ghana, and Atswei is heavily 
pregnant and desperate to get to Ateke to deliver her 
baby. But when she and husband Boi miss the morning 
train — the only means of transport to the city — the 
hapless couple are left stranded in the blazing sun with 
only Boi’s boombox for encouragement. A madcap race 
against time follows in this colorful screwball comedy. 
DIR Peter Sedufia. Ghana, 2017, 98 min. In English.

BEFORE THE VOWS
Sat, Mar 16, 6:45
The feature debut of TV showrunner Nicole Amarteifio 
— dubbed “the Shonda Rhimes of Ghana” by Marie 
Claire — is a warm-hearted romantic comedy about a 
woman making plans to marry, while simultaneously 
doubting whether she really believes in marriage. When 
she devises a scheme to ensure that she and her fiancé 
live a long and happy life together, not everything goes 
to plan. DIR Nicole Amarteifio. Ghana, 2018, 88 min. In English.

VIVRE RICHE
Fri, Mar 15, 5:30
In Abidjan, a city in full social mutation, a group of young 
men spend their days running online scams. For “Rolex 
the Portuguese” and his crew, it’s the easiest way to buy 
expensive watches, clothes and shoes, enjoy the city’s 
nightlife and, ultimately, collect on the “colonial debt.” 
In intimate and striking vérité, Joël Akafou portrays a 
disarmingly lucid new generation of West Africans. DIR 
Joël Akafou. Ivory Coast/France/Burkina Faso/Belgium, 2017, 53 
min. In French and Dioula with English subtitles. 

Ivory Coast

FOUND IN A DREAM
Fri, Mar 15, 7:15; Sun, Mar 17, 9:30
Set in Australia and Ethiopia, FOUND IN A DREAM 
explores the journey of a young adopted Ethiopian-
Australian man struggling to find his path, whose world 
is changed when he meets a young nurse. First-time 
director Helen Kassa crafts a story about love, culture 
and, ultimately, finding comfort within connection. DIR 
Helen Kassa. Ethiopia/Australia, 2018, 97 min. In English and 
Amharic with English subtitles.



NEW MOON  U.S. Premiere 
Tue, Mar 12, 9:15
Experimental filmmaker and photographer Philippa Ndisi-
Herrmann embarks on a journey that takes her to the 
stone town of Lamu on the northeastern coast of Kenya, 
where a gigantic port project and coal plant threaten to 
disrupt the rhythms of life. We watch as the filmmaker 
confronts a new spiritual awareness and commits to a 
path of self-discovery. DIR Philippa Ndisi-Herrmann. Kenya, 
2018, 70 min. In English and Swahili with English subtitles.

Kenya

THE BOY WHO HARNESSED THE WIND
Sat, Mar 16, 7:00
Oscar®-nominated actor Chiwetel Ejiofor (12 YEARS 
A SLAVE) makes his directorial debut with this 
inspiring story based on the autobiography of William 
Kamkwamba. When famine strikes his rural village 
in Malawi after a meager harvest, young William boy 
unlocks seemingly impossible solutions to build a 
windmill pump to irrigate the land. DIR Chiwetel Ejiofor, from 
the book by William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer. UK/Malawi, 
2019, 113 min. In English and Chichewa with English subtitles.

Malawi

THE ROAD TO SUNRISE
2018 Oscar® Selection, Malawi
Wed, Mar 13, 7:00
Exploited by men and ridiculed by the world, sex 
workers Rubia and Watipa learn to rely on each other 
as they struggle to survive in the rough, unforgiving 
townships of Blantyre, Malawi. When Rubia begins a 
love affair with a naive young man that leads to a tragic 
confrontation, the women begin their uncertain journey 
toward self-emancipation. DIR Shemu Joyah. Malawi, 2017, 
123 min. In English and Chichewa with English subtitles. 

WE COULD BE HEROES U.S. Premiere
Wed, Mar 13, 7:10
In the run-up to the 2016 Rio Paralympic Games, 
Azzedine Nouiri, the world champion in seated shot put, 
inspires his childhood friend to take on the challenge 
of qualifying for the Games. Through their inspiring 
friendship, WE COULD BE HEROES narrates the struggles 
of two outcasts longing to conquer the extraordinary in 
order to finally have equal rights and opportunities at 
home in Morocco. DIR Hind Bensari. Morocco/Denmark/Tunisia/
Brazil, 2018, 79 min. In Arabic with English subtitles.

Morocco

OUR MADNESS 
Thurs, Mar 14, 7:00 
Angolan-Portuguese filmmaker João Viana combines 
magical realism with an observant, documentary-like 
approach in this poetic, dreamlike tale about Lucy, a 
woman confined to a psychiatric hospital in Maputo, 
Mozambique, who dreams about reuniting with her war-
separated family — her young son and her husband, Pak. 
DIR João Viana. Mozambique/Guinea-Bissau/Qatar/France/Portugal, 
2018, 90 min. In Xitswa and Swahili with English subtitles.

Mozambique

SKULLS OF MY PEOPLE
Mon, Mar 11, 7:20
This powerful documentary chronicles the struggle of 
the Herero tribe as they fight for the return of the skulls 
of their people, taken by the Germans for racial scientific 
profiling after the genocide of 1904. One of the smallest 
tribes in Namibia, the Herero demand those test results 
along with the skulls, and the tribe will stop at nothing to 
see justice served. DIR Vincent Moloi. Namibia/South Africa/
Germany, 2016, 69 min. In English.

Namibia



Niger

ZERZURA
Sat, Mar 16, 8:45 
Developed with a Tuareg cast and shot in Agadez, 
Niger, this drama — the first Nigerien acid Western — 
follows guitarist Ahmoudou Madassane on an odyssey 
across the Sahara. Scored by Madassane — who 
also collaborated with director Christopher Kirkley on 
RAIN THE COLOR OF BLUE WITH A LITTLE RED IN IT 
— ZERZURA blends surrealism with an ethnographic, 
documentary-like approach, to spectacular effect. DIR 
Christopher Kirkley. U.S./Niger, 2017, 87 min. In Tamashek with 
English subtitles. 

Nigeria

NIGERIAN PRINCE
Fri, Mar 8, 7:15
When troubled Nigerian-American teenager Eze 
is sent to his mother’s native Nigeria against his 
will, he becomes entangled in a web of scams and 
corruption, with his con-artist cousin as his guide. 
This electric debut feature from Faraday Okoro 
blends thrilling sequences of deception and dramatic 
tension with surprising moments of humor, offering 
a snapshot of a world not often seen on film. DIR 
Faraday Okoro. U.S./Nigeria, 2018, 104 min. In English 
and Ibo with English subtitles. 

CATCH.ER U.S. Premiere
Sun, Mar 10, 9:20; Wed, Mar 13, 9:30
This intriguing whodunit ushered in a new era of “Nolly 
Noir” — fusing elements of Nollywood filmmaking with 
the influences of classic film noir and a dark sense 
of humor. When a young business executive is found 
murdered on her wedding anniversary, her husband 
is the prime suspect. But a hard-nosed detective (O.C. 
Ukeje) begins an investigation that unearths another 
possible suspect. DIR Walter Taylaur Nigeria, 2017, 81 min. 
In English and Creole with English subtitles. 

KASALA
Sat, Mar 16, 11:00 a.m.
Ema Edosio’s debut is a vibrant romp through the 
mean streets of Lagos. When a joy ride goes very 
wrong, fast-talking teenager Tunji and his friends must 
scramble to raise the money to fix their stern uncle 
Taju’s beloved car. With just five hours before Taju 
gets off work, the young men resort to every infamous 
Las Gidi street hustle they know. DIR Ema Edosio. Nigeria, 
2018, 84 min. In Pidgin English with English subtitles.

THE LOST CAFÉ
Sat, Mar 16, 1:00
The first ever Nigerian-Norwegian co-production 
tells the story of Ose, a young Nigerian woman who 
decides to pursue her dream career as a filmmaker in 
Norway. Torn between two worlds, with family issues 
at home and problems settling in, Ose meets the 
strange, half-blind owner of a quaint coffee shop and 
begins to find the most unexpected answers to her 
problems. DIR Kenneth Gyang. Nigeria/Norway, 2017, 76 
min. In English and Norwegian with English subtitles.

DEAR SON [WELDI]
Mon, Mar 11, 7:10
Riadh is about to retire from his work as a forklift 
operator in Tunis. His only son, Sami, is preparing 
for his high school exams and his repeated migraine 
attacks cause his parents much worry. Just when he 
finally seems to be getting better, Sami disappears… 
This heart-rending drama is co-produced by Belgian 
auteurs Luc and Jean-Pierre Dardenne. DIR Mohamed 
Ben Attia. Tunisia/Belgium/France/Qatar, 2018, 104 min. In 
Arabic with English subtitles.

Tunisia



THE MERCY OF THE JUNGLE
Sat, Mar 9, 3:00
Set in 1998 at the outset of the Second Congo War, 
Rwandan director Joël Karekezi’s (IMBABAZI: THE PARDON) 
second feature is a thrilling road movie about a pair of 
Rwandan soldiers navigating both wilderness and personal 
existential crises while lost behind enemy lines between 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Rwanda. DIR Joël 
Karekezi. Rwanda/Belgium/France, 2018, 91 min. In French and 
Swahili with English subtitles.

Rwanda

DJAMBAR, SEMBENE THE UNSUBMISSIVE 
[DJAMBAR, SEMBENE L’INSOUMIS]
Sun, Mar 17, 1:00 
This important tribute to one of Africa’s most visionary 
directors, film lovers and journalists takes us on a 
journey through the life and work of the late Senegalese 
director Ousmane Sembene, who died in 2007. 
Featuring interviews with friends and admirers such as 
Danny Glover, Charles Burnett and Haile Gerima. DIR Eric 
Mbappé Bodoulé Sosso. Senegal/Cameroon/France, 2017, 85 
min. In English and French with English subtitles. 

Senegal

DEEP END    U.S. Premiere
Fri, Mar 8, 5:00; Sun, Mar 10, 5:15 
This heartwarming South African spin on BEND IT LIKE 
BECKHAM substitutes surfing for soccer to explore 
the coming-of-age journey of Sunitha Patel, a young 
woman from a traditional Gujarat family in Durban who 
aspires to be a surf champion. Challenging expectations 
and bucking the norms she was raised with, Sunitha 
must find a way to take her own path. DIR Eubulus 
Timothy. South Africa, 2018, 90 min. In English.

South Africa

MAYFAIR U.S. Premiere 
Fri, Mar 8, 10:00; Thurs, Mar 14, 9:00 
In Sara Blecher’s groundbreaking, multicultural gangster 
thriller, Zaid is an international aid worker in East Africa. 
After an altercation that results in his being fired, he 
returns home to Mayfair, a Johannesburg suburb, to find 
himself unwittingly drawn into his father’s dealings with 
a gang of ruthless Somalis. Blecher delivers a taut, finely 
tuned thriller guaranteed to keep you on tenterhooks.  
DIR Sara Blecher. South Africa, 2018, 91 min. In English.

FAREWELL ELLA BELLA U.S. Premiere
Sat, Mar 9, 11:00 a.m.; Tue, Mar 12, 5:15 
Boasting an all-female production team, Lwazi 
Mvusi’s directorial debut follows Ella, a 24-year-old 
woman coping with the death of her alcoholic father. 
At her father’s cremation, Ella reconnects with her 
freewheeling musician godfather, Neo, and decides 
to take him with her to bury her father’s ashes at her 
childhood home in Johannesburg. DIR Lwazi Mvusi. South 
Africa, 2018, 80 min. In English.

BABY MAMAS
Sat, Mar 9, 7:00
In this delightful and surprising dramedy from South 
African actress, producer and director Stephina Zwane, 
Toli, Chantel, Sandy and Joy are four professional 
women living Johannesburg, experiencing the joys and 
woes of single motherhood. DIR Stephina Zwane. South 
Africa, 2018, 93 min. In English.



NUMBER 37 [NOMMER 37]
Sat, Mar 9, 9:00; Mon, Mar 11, 9:30
An homage to the Hitchcock classic REAR WINDOW, 
NUMBER 37 centers on Randal, a low-level criminal 
recently paralyzed in an illicit deal gone wrong. Confined 
to his apartment in Cape Town and indebted to a 
sociopathic loan shark, Randal is presented with a risky 
opportunity to get his hands on some money when he is 
given a pair of binoculars. DIR Nosipho Dumisa. South Africa, 
2018, 100 min. In Afrikaans with English subtitles. 

WHISPERING TRUTH TO POWER
Sun, Mar 10, 1:00 
After successfully challenging President Zuma for illegal 
use of state funds, South Africa’s Public Protector, Thuli 
Madonsela, faces the biggest challenge of her career: 
investigating the alleged systematic takeover of the 
government by a private family in cahoots with the 
president. This documentary captures the tense story of 
Madonsela’s final year in office as she attempts to bring 
justice to ordinary citizens. DIR Shameela Seedatt. South 
Africa, 2018, 87 min. In English. 

SEW THE WINTER TO MY SKIN
2018 Oscar® Selection, South Africa
Sun, Mar 17, 7:00 
Based on the true story of John Kepe, an Apartheid-
era folk hero who proclaimed himself the “Samson of 
the Boschberg,” Jahmil X.T. Qubeka’s third feature 
is a keenly observed epic adventure that captures 
the horrors of South Africa’s racist colonial regime. 
Rejecting dialogue, Qubeka relies on an immersive 
score and visual cues to convey the captivating tale. 
DIR Jahmil X.T. Qubeka. South Africa/Germany, 2018, 118 min. 
In English, Afrikaans and Xhosa with English subtitles. 

WAHENGA [THE ANCESTORS] U.S. Premiere 
Sat, Mar 9, 12:45 
WAHENGA follows Tanzanian musician John Kitime as he 
puts together an all-star band to revive the classic sound 
of Zilipendwa music. As Kitime plays with the band, 
spends time with musicians and digitizes reel-to-reel 
tapes from the 1960s and ‘70s, he reveals a fascinating 
and little-known story about the power of music to bring 
together a people and a nation. DIR Rebecca Corey, Amil 
Shivji. Tanzania, 2018, 93 min. In Swahili with English subtitles. 

Sudan

AKASHA 
Sun, Mar 10, 3:00; Wed. Mar 13, 5:15 
In the first-ever stoner comedy to explore life in rebel-
held areas of Sudan, Adnan is a revolutionary whose 
love for his AK-47 is matched only by his feelings his 
sweetheart. When Adnan is caught returning late to his 
military unit, he makes a run for it with pacifist Absi 
in tow — and the pair embark on a mission to reunite 
Adnan with his girl and his gun. DIR Hajooj Kuka. Sudan/
South Africa/Germany/Qatar, 2018, 78 min. In Arabic with 
English subtitles.

Tanzania

PILI
Sun, Mar 17, 11:00 a.m.
In Leanne Welham’s BAFTA-nominated first feature, Pili 
works in the fields in rural Tanzania for less than $1 
a day, struggling to manage her HIV-positive status in 
secret. When she is offered the chance to rent a sought-
after market stall, Pili is desperate to have it. But with 
only two days to get the deposit together, Pili is forced to 
make increasingly difficult decisions. DIR Leanne Welham. 
UK/Tanzania, 2017, 83 min. In Swahili with English subtitles. 


