
Opening Night
HERO – INSPIRED BY THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE & TIMES OF MR. ULRIC CROSS  
Thurs, June 6, 7:15 | Q&A with filmmaker Frances-Anne Solomon
Shot in Trinidad, the UK, Ghana and Canada, HERO is the story of Ulric Cross, who in 1941 
left his small island home in Trinidad to seek his fortune and become the British Royal Air 
Force’s most decorated West Indian airman. His life took a dramatically different course when 
he followed the call of history and joined the independence movements sweeping Africa in 
the 1950s and ‘60s. HERO boasts an all-star, international and pan-African cast including 
Jamaican-born Peter Williams; the UK’s Joseph Marcell, Fraser James and Pippa Nixon; 
Ghanaian superstars John Dumelo and Adjetey Anang and Trinidad’s Nickolai Salcedo as 
Ulric Cross. DIR/SCR/PROD Frances-Anne Solomon. Trinidad and Tobago/Canada/Ghana/UK, 2018, color, 94 
min. In English. NOT RATED

ELIADES OCHOA: FROM CUBA TO THE WORLD [ELIADES OCHOA: DE CUBA Y 
PARA EL MUNDO] | Fri, June 7, 7:15 | Q&A with filmmaker Cynthia Biestek
Eliades Ochoa became known the world over in the late ‘90s as an original member 
of legendary Cuban band Buena Vista Social Club. Spreading his love for traditional 
Cuban folk music was always Ochoa’s main goal, and that love shines through in this new 
documentary, that tells his story with rare pictures, archive material and new interviews, 
preserving not only his incredible journey, but the richness of the musical heritage of his 
country for generations to come. DIR/PROD Cynthia Biestek; SCR Ian Padron, Rolando Almirante; PROD 
Ruben Gomez. Cuba/Mexico, 2018, color, 100 min. In Spanish with English subtitles. NOT RATED

BRUK OUT! A DANCEHALL QUEEN DOCUMENTARY | Fri, June 7, 10:00
BRUK OUT! looks deep inside the raw, energetic world of Jamaican dancehall culture 
through the eyes of the powerful women at its heart, following six of the boldest and bravest 
dancehall queens from around the world — Japan, Italy, America, Poland, Spain and, of 
course, Jamaica — as they prepare to battle for the biggest trophy in all of dancehall. With 
determination, humor and hope, the dancers converge at the biggest dancehall queen 
competition in the world, where some dreams come to an end, and one woman is crowned 
the queen. DIR/PROD Cori Wapnowska; PROD Janet Ginsburg, Jay Will, Stacy Frankel. U.S., 2017, color, 69 min. 
In English. NOT RATED

In recognition of Caribbean Heritage Month in June, AFI 
Silver is proud to once again host the DC Caribbean FilmFest, 
now in its 19th year. The festival is co-presented by Caribbean 
Association of World Bank and IMF staff (CAWI), Caribbean 
Professional Network (CPN), Institute of Caribbean Studies 
(ICS) and Africa World Now Project. AFI.com/Silver

June 6-12
Co-presented by: 



BROKEN ISLAND [LA ISLA ROTA] | Sat, June 8, 11:00 a.m.
When Guy, a young Haitian boy fleeing poverty, witnesses the murder of his parents at the 
Dominican border, he is taken in and adopted by a Haitian couple. Guy grows up working in the 
country’s sugar cane fields, all the while planning to avenge his parents’ murders. But the October 
1937 military massacre of more than 30,000 Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian descent, 
ordered by the dictator Rafael Trujillo, forces Guy and his newfound love Meuda to escape Haiti 
in search of a new life. DIR/SCR Félix Germán; PROD Carlos Germán. Dominican Republic, 2018, color, 104 min. In 
Spanish and Haitian Creole with English subtitles. NOT RATED

1950: THE NATIONALIST UPRISING | Sat, June 8, 1:15 
Electrifying, revealing and timely, this documentary revisits a seminal event in Puerto Rico’s history: 
the 10 days in October 1950 when 100 people, members of the island’s Nationalist Party, took 
up arms to overthrow the rule of the United States and establish Puerto Rican sovereignty. The 
insurgents, outnumbered and ill-equipped, were crushed by the police and the National Guard, 
and either killed or imprisoned. Buttressed by archival film and photographs and animated 
reenactments, 1950: THE NATIONALIST UPRISING presents the testimonies of five Puerto Ricans 
who participated in this almost forgotten struggle. DIR/SCR/PROD José Manuel Dávila Marichal. Puerto Rico, 
2017, color/b&w, 105 min. In Spanish with English subtitles. NOT RATED

MIRIAM LIES [MIRIAM MIENTE] | Sat, June 8, 3:30
The politics of race and class in the Dominican Republic are explored with subtlety and nuance 
in this powerful coming-of-age drama from filmmaking duo Natalia Cabral and Oriol Estrada. 
Fourteen-year-old biracial teen Miriam is deep into extravagant preparations for her quinceañera 
with her hyper-wealthy white best friend Jennifer, when she discovers that her online boyfriend 
Jean-Louis, who she plans to invite, is black. Moving in a space of white privilege and wealth 
which tacitly excludes part of her identity, Miriam grapples with the internal conflict that ensues, 
constructing a precarious string of lies to prevent her worlds from colliding. DIR/SCR Natalia Cabral, 
Oriol Estrada; PROD Jordi Comellas, Paco Poch. Dominican Republic/Spain, 2018, color, 90 min. In Spanish with English 
subtitles. NOT RATED

THE EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY OF CELESTE GARCIA [EL VIAJE EXTRAORDINARIO 
DE CELESTE GARCÍA] |Sat, June 8, 5:30 
In Arturo Infante’s delightfully original directorial debut, Celeste García is a 60-year-old retired 
schoolteacher enjoying her work as a guide at Havana’s planetarium, but stuck in a rut of 
humdrum routine. When the government reveals that Cuba has been secretly hosting a delegation 
of aliens from planet Gryok, and that ordinary Cubans have been invited to apply to visit the 
aliens’ homeland in return, Celeste discovers that her eccentric “Russian” neighbor is in fact a 
Gryokite, and receives a personal invitation, joining a government preparation program for 
intergalactic travel. DIR/SCR Arturo Infante; PROD Claudia Calviño, Ernst Fassbender. Cuba/Germany, 2018, color, 
92 min. In Spanish with English subtitles. NOT RATED

RUDEBOY: THE STORY OF TROJAN RECORDS | Sat, June 8, 7:30; Tue, June 11, 9:20 
During the late 1960s and early ‘70s, London label Trojan Records — founded by Jamaican-born 
businessman Lee Gopthal — became one of the most influential Jamaican record companies in 
history. Combining archival footage, dramatic reconstructions and interviews with legendary 
artists, RUDEBOY places the story of Trojan Records at the heart of a cultural revolution which 
unfolded in the council estates and across the dancefloors of Britain, where ska, rocksteady and 
reggae announced a black presence, as immigration and innovation transformed popular music 
and culture. Told by a cast of musical legends including Lee “Scratch” Perry, Toots Hibbert, Lloyd 
Coxsone, Pauline Black, Derrick Morgan and more, RUDEBOY interweaves the emergence of an 
influential musical movement with Jamaica’s post-colonial history. DIR/SCR Nicolas Jack Davies; PROD 
Sam Bridger, Vivienne Perry. Jamaica/UK, 2018, color, 86 min. In English. NOT RATED



BABYLON | Sat, June 8, 9:30; Wed, June 12, 9:15
Franco Rosso’s incendiary BABYLON had its world premiere at Cannes in 1980 but went 
unreleased in the U.S. for “being too controversial, and likely to incite racial tension” (Vivien 
Goldman, Time Out). Raw and smoldering, it follows a young dancehall DJ (Brinsley Forde, 
frontman of British reggae group Aswad) in South London as he pursues his musical ambitions, 
battling fiercely against the racism and xenophobia of employers, neighbors, police and the 
National Front. BABYLON is fearless and unsentimental, yet tempered by the hazy bliss of the 
dancehall, set to a blistering reggae and lovers rock soundtrack. DIR/SCR Franco Rosso; SCR Martin 
Stellman; PROD Gavrik Losey. Jamaica/UK, 1980, color, 95 min. In English and Jamaican patois with English subtitles. 
NOT RATED

DOUVAN JOU KA LEVE [THE SUN WILL RISE] | Sun, June 9, 12:00 | Tickets $5!
In this textured and surprising personal documentary, Haitian filmmaker and actress Gessica 
Généus undertakes a journey to understand what she calls Haiti’s “illness of the soul” — the 
country’s fraught religious divide between Vodou and Christianity. With her mother’s bipolarity 
as her poignant point of departure, Généus skilfully interweaves traditional interviews and 
ethnographic-style observation with poetic narration as she seeks to connect the dots of her family’s 
— and her island’s — fractured history. DIR/SCR/PROD Gessica Généus. Haiti/France, 2018, color, 51 min. In 
Haitian Creole with English subtitles. NOT RATED

THE REGGAE BOYZ | Sun, June 9, 1:30 | Q&A with filmmaker Till Schauder 
Jamaica has one of the highest murder rates in the world, but on November 16, 1997, when 
Jamaica’s national soccer team — a.k.a. the Reggae Boyz — qualified for the 1998 World Cup, 
not a single bullet was fired in the country. As the Reggae Boyz embark on their 2014 World Cup 
campaign, a steel factory worker named Tuffy Anderson dreams of playing on the national team, 
competing in his local amateur league by night. When national team’s hopes come crashing down 
after a devastating losing streak, they hire Winfried Schäfer, a journeyman coach who is known 
in his native Germany as Winnie Wahnsinn (“Wacky Winnie”). Together with local reggae band 
Nomaddz, some sage advice from the legendary Bunny Wailer and the talent and optimism of 
Tuffy, Winnie sets the team on a path to success. DIR/SCR/PROD Till Schauder; PROD Sara Nodjoumi. Jamaica/
Germany, 2018, color, 75 min. In English. NOT RATED 

HALL | Sun, June 9, 3:45 p.m. | Q&A with filmmaker Rommel Hall 
On December 16, 1984, Barbados was rocked by the news of the bloody murder of white 
plantation owner Cyril Sisnett. The four men involved (David Oliver, Peter Bradshaw, Errol 
Bradshaw and Winston Hall) were rounded up and sent to be tried in court. But then the unthinkable 
happened: Winston Hall and Errol Bradshaw escaped from the prison van in which they were being 
held. While Errol Bradshaw was recaptured, while Hall remained at large. What followed were 
tales of daring escapes and police chases as Hall consistently remained one step ahead of the law. 
The story of this notorious fugitive rose to the level of folkloric legend in Barbados, inspiring pop 
songs and wild speculation. The truth behind his escapes is elusive and bizarre as the story unfolds 
in this thrilling documentary. DIR/SCR/PROD Rommel Hall. Barbados, 2017, color, 95 min. In English. NOT RATED

MASSACRE RIVER | Sun, June 9, 6:15 p.m.
In 2013, a ruling from the Dominican Republic’s constitutional court effectively rescinded citizenship 
rights for more than 200,000 Dominican-born residents of Haitian descent. Bending to the weight of 
international outrage, the government established a regularization process — but only for a limited 
time. Racing against the clock, 23-year-old Pikilina must scramble to gather the documentation 
necessary to prove her birthright and secure citizenship for her two children. With one woman’s 
story of struggle, MASSACRE RIVER offers a study on the precarity of black life and the abhorrent 
fantasy of borders. DIR/SCR/PROD Suzan Beraza; PROD David Byars. Haiti/ U.S., 2019, color, 79 min. In English, 
Spanish and Haitian Creole with English subtitles. NOT RATED
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SPRINTER | Sun, June 9, 8:00 
Written and directed by Storm Saulter (BETTER MUS’ COME), SPRINTER follows Akeem Sharp, a 
talented young athlete who is set to be Jamaica’s next big track-and-field sensation. Akeem hopes his 
rise in athletics will take him to the U.S. to reunite him with his mother, who has supported the family 
while living as an undocumented resident for more than a decade. But Akeem’s rising star is weighed 
down by turmoil at home: a volatile father and an unruly older brother who insinuates himself into 
Akeem’s career as a means of escaping — or perhaps enhancing — his scam-artist hustle. Executive-
produced by Jada Pinkett Smith and Will Smith, along with NBA veteran Richard Jefferson. DIR/SCR 
Storm Saulter; PROD Clarence Hammond, James Lassiter, Robert A. Maylor, Jamal M. Watson. Jamaica/U.S., 2018, color, 114 
min. In English. NOT RATED 

YAMADA [CALLING] | Mon, June 10, 7:00
Curaçao’s Grupo Serenada was formed in 1977, when a local youth rock band merged with a church 
choir, drawing its repertoire from the African, European and regional Caribbean influences that have 
shaped the country’s music. For more than 40 years, the group, consisting of eleven volunteer singers, 
has been dedicated to keeping traditional Papiamentu-language songs alive. YAMADA follows 
Serenada as they record their new DVD, as musical and private spheres are intertwined, revealing the 
personal and collective motives for their commitment to cultural preservation. DIR/SCR Sharelly Emanuelson; 
PROD Michel Drenthe, Robin Amatmoestar. Curaçao, 2018, color, 85 min.  In Dutch, Papiamentu and Spanish with English 
subtitles. NOT RATED 

BEING BLACKER | Mon, June 10, 9:00 
Forty years after featuring in BAFTA-winning documentarian Molly Dineen’s first film, renowned 
Jamaican-born reggae produce Blacker Dred invites Dineen to film his mother’s funeral, opening the 
door to his life at a time of great personal crisis. As the story unfolds, and Blacker faces his first prison 
sentence, he reflects on the issues that have dogged his last 40 years in the UK; inequality, poverty, 
crime and racism. Made with intimacy and warmth, BEING BLACKER takes us deep into Blacker’s 
world with boundless empathy for its subjects, offering a striking insight into the challenges that Britain’s 
Caribbean community continues to face. DIR/SCR/PROD Molly Dineen. Jamaica/UK, 2018, color, 90 min. In 
English. NOT RATED

YULI | Tue, June 11, 7:00 | Co-presented with SPAIN arts & culture / Spanish Cinema Now
Based on the autobiography of Cuban ballet superstar Carlos Acosta, YULI recounts the dancer’s 
upbringing in Cuba, his path to Cuba’s National Ballet School, his move to the Royal Ballet in London 
and his relationship with his father, his family and his country. Directed by award-winning Spanish 
filmmaker Icíar Bollaín, scripted by BAFTA-winning writer Paul Laverty and starring Carlos Acosta as 
himself, YULI tells the inspirational true story of a taboo-breaking artist. DIR Icíar Bollaín; SCR Paul Laverty, 
from the autobiography “No Way Home” by Carlos Acosta; PROD Andrea Calderwood, Gail Egan, Juan Gordon. Cuba/Spain/
UK/Germany, 2018, color, 115 min. In English and Spanish with English subtitles. NOT RATED 

UNFINISHED SENTENCES | Wed, June 12, 7:00 p.m.
In the wake of Trinidadian writer Wayne Brown’s death in 2009, his filmmaker daughter Mariel 
examines his legacy and the nature of family, love, loss and art. Combining interviews with Caribbean 
writers Mervyn Morris and Rachel Manley, as well as close friends and family of Wayne Brown, 
with visually arresting reenactments shot on Super 8 film, UNFINISHED SENTENCES addresses the 
complexities of father-daughter relationships, the power of the bond of love and the gift of art and 
literature. DIR/SCR/PROD Mariel Brown; SCR Fernanda Rossi; PROD Saffrey Brown. Trinidad and Tobago, 2018, color, 95 
min. In English. NOT RATED


